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...TO START THIS ISSUE WE NEED SOMETI{ING ABSOLUTELY ONE-HIJNDRED PERCENT EXCLUSIVE...ANY CHANCE, AGENT WEA]I{ERLEY?...

You \il/ant excluslygs?_W9've got 'em. Never before featured ln a Brttlsh publlca-
tlon, thls lot. rn the flrst of t-wo reports on tr'rench programmttrg-tJa-1,-Cfiie
y":!l"ley dFsts off hts Berlltz and flles to Parls to-me"et an exp"lostve anA-dynam-lc new force ln the computer games market. So exploslve, ln falct, fre U[es ibthtnk of them as...

THEffiWffi SET
Philippe Ulrich, or Jean-Philippe
Ulrich as his name appears in full on
his assortment of business-cards, is
heavily intn haute.cuisine. Never hap-
pier than when he's seeing an assem-
blage of carefully researched ingredi-
ents coming togefirer to produce a
work of the highest culinary art, he is
currently revelling in his latest concoc-
tion, EXXOS, a collection of games
that will satisfy the palates of all but
the finickiest of adventure gourmets.

This particular minority are the type
prone to argue that a game is not. a
frue adventure unless the player has to
crawl south, wait twice, climb down,
and then run west eighteen times
before being allowed to examine the
first tattered parchment, hitting, at all
times, on the exact vocabulary, syntax
and order demanded by the program-
mer. For this school of player, Ulrich
has no time. But for th<ise who recog-
nise that. there are an infinitv of other
fascinating, stylish and sat6-of-the-art
techniques of communicating one's
wishes to a computer, while still
allowing a rich scenario and a set of
problems of a bewildering complexity,
read on.

Philippe Ulrich is the crearive brain
and soul behind EXXOS, the new arm

of ERE Informatique, ttre French soft-
ware house behind such arcade suc-
cesses as Bubble Ghost, Spidertronic
and, Mqcadam Bumper, all distributed
by their associate company Info-
gmmes. He works as co-direcoor of
pRE, along with the unassuming,
behind-the-scenes figure of Emmanuel
Viau. "Emmanuel is the businessman,
the commercial brain. I have nothine
to do with that side of the work, but'
provide the imagination, the ideas"
says lJlrich, a gentle and enigmatic
character, possessing more than a
smidgeon of Gallic style and wit.
Each time I have met him he has been
dressed in black, once in a black
designer suit, high-collar shirt and
army boots, and this time with a
vibrant red scarf breaking his sombre
sartorial monotony, staying in place as
though sewn to his neck. In EREIs
modern office block in the Parisian
suburb of lvry, he shows me around
the glass-walled rooms, gliding round
as if o_n casters. When we finally end
up in Ulrich's office, it is clear that
EXXOS is the currenr Big Thing at
ERE, every available surface, slielf,
box, desk and chair canying the dis-
tinc4ve EXXOS logo or some piece of
EXXOS ephemera.- But jusr what is
EXXOS? Well, it's nor a programming
team as such, and most certainly not a

label that will merely be slapped onto
selected titles. It is,-in actu'ai fact, a. .
. well, more of a. . . sort.of a. . . errn.
Philippe?

"It is not easy to describe what
EIXOS is, bu-t it is definitely nor just
a fancy name for a few computer -
g:rmes. Think of EXXOS more of a
divinity, a power that inspires our
development team and shapes their
creative thoughts."

You mean like one of the nine Muses
in Greek mythology?

"Yes, exactly. I like that analogy,
computer games being perhaps the
tenth avenue ofthe arts. It also gets
across the Classical atmosphere of the
concept of EXXOS, the idea that it has
been around for eternitv. And the
name itself has Greek ioots."

The name, in fact, comes from.the
Greek prefix exa meaning 'out', tle
gpposite of eso which always signifies
the internal and the hidden. This
choice reflects the ultimate aim of the
people behind EXXOS, that of total
universal communication, as seen in
the first release Captain Blood. Pua-
doxically, this game was not inspired
by the power: rather, its original con-
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Saturn, avoiding meteors while gently
nudging your opponent into ttreir path,
and passing on the correct side of
orbiting satellites; Tronic-Slider (is
this a pun on Spidertronic?), an ener-
gy-hunt set in a sort of extraterrestrial
boxing ring festooned with a network
of shimmering monoliths to scoot
round; Time-Jump, a hairy contest in
which you strive to catapult yourself
the furthest into the future; and the
pidce de risistance, Brain-Bowler: in
an exploded brain you fight to reacti-
vate your particular cerebral hemi-
sphere before your advenary activates
his. If you're wondering where ttre
familiar slice of rumpy-pumpy obliga-
tory t0 all French games comes in,
then wonder no more: on the final
screen tJle overall winner of the tour-
nament gets !o, er, kiss and cuddle,
shall we say, with the beautiful female
life-form who just happens to be kick-
ing her heels on the planet surface.
The resulting offspring from this
encounter then appears on the screen
and - get this - is saved to disk. Play it
a few times and the dayglo-yellow
planet-face gets pretty crowded with
screaming mutant alien infants.

If this all sounds a bit far-removed
from adventure games, it is: pure
arcade in fact, and doesn't set itselfup
to be anyttring else. But it is the sort
of game that impresses and that the
connoisseur of polished 'special' games
will find himself retuming to again
and again. For a more thinking game,
adventure fans need only wait for
EXXOS's third release, called at this
stageTemple of the Flying Saucers and
featuring role-playing at its most
graphic, telepathic communication
with psychic mutants and an intricate
system of on-screen window-opening
and icon commands that needs to be
seen to be believed. The scenario cer-
tainly lives up lo.previous titles: it's
the third terrestrial millenium, and the
Earth is populated by three races:
humans, mutants and Tuners (no, not a
takeover by Technics, but a clairvoy-
ant hoard of aliens; what you might
call a medium wave). The Tuners
have begun to kidnap the mutant chil-
dren and forced them into the slavery
of an immense secret society, the Net-
work, which is slowly planning to take
over the planet in its particularly evil
and occultist way. Raven and Sifai are
two such captives, but become separat-
ed in tleir place of capture, the Temple
of the title. Raven, along with his fel-
low prisoners, vows to find Sifai
again, thwart the plans of his captors,
and ultimately destroy their leader
Zork (now where have I heard that
name before?). The sneak preview,
albeit unfinished, ttrat I saw allowed a
bewildering set of options on any one
screen, communication with a sexy lit-
tle foetus, and, as ever, stunning
graphics.

As I return to Ulrich's office, he begins

to get excited about another future
release, his own baby this one, called
Psyman (say it Simon). In this, the
eponymous hero is a body-switcher,
possessing the pretty nifty ability to
swap body parts from a bank of five
complete corpses that he keeps in the
fridge, as the particular situation (Sav-
ing The Universe again, I think)
demands. A whole new meaning to
the term l6-bit, and what I can safely
say is the first garne character to
change his persona simply by raiding
the Zanussi. This pinnacle of good
taste will be with us mid-89.

The interview draws to a close, and
just as we prepare to shoot off to a
brasserie for lunch, I ask Ulrich for his
thoughs on the future of EXXOS.
After much musing, his carefully con-
sidered answer comes.

"EXXOS has not even begun yet. This
is only the initial stage. I see computer
games as an art, and in other art-forms,
there have always been movements:
dadaism, surrealism. Why shouldn't it
be like that in software? Pictures are
at the heart of the genre after all.
EXXOS is raising computer entertain-
ment to the status of high art, and
bringing this art-form !o everyone in
the galaxy."

Yes, Phil, now what about lunch? As
we're to be ravelling in Ulrich's bat-
tered Renault, the fust task is to find
his car keys, a puzzle that takes a good
five minutes to solve and proves a lot
more difficult tlan "get keys". Once
they are found, dangling from a filing
cabinet, we leave the ERE building,
but not before I'm forced to sign the
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Golden Book of EXXOS. I write
some message in French, about being
one of EXXOS's English friends (well,
I was being hurried), put the'Ata ata'
quote, sign it and draw a quick cartoon
of ol' Toblerone-head himself. Joined
by Nelly the press assistant, we
descend to the underground car-parlq
with Ulrich's car immediatelv
detectable by the bright blue plumes
adorning the two front headrests. Sit-
ting iq the passenger seat, I feel slight-
ly self-conscious driving through
Paris, knowing that I have a gleaming
turquoise pen-nib sticking out of my
head. My mind is soon on other
things, however, namely Ulrich's driv-
ing style and the fact that I'm too
young [o die. At least I now realise
the original inspiration behind the ter-
rifyingly hairy canyon-flight
sequences in C aptain B loo di it's not
the A* of Blood you're piloting, it's
the Renault of Ulrich.

All in all, the visit convinced me that
EXXOS is a genuinely exciting con-
cept, but one that would sound ridicu-
lous and corny were it not for the total
commitment and enthusiasm of the
individual members of the team behind
it. Ulrich has the creativity and the
contacts (if his Filofax falls open at J,
you might just see the number of a cer-
tain Jean-Michel Jarre, a friend from
lJlrich's rockstar days) to pull it off.
Blood is an unquestionably hard act to
follow by anyone's standards, but with
theEXXOS team's determined con-
centration on seeing the games market
develop and attain new levels of excel-
lence, their chances for similar success
must be high. Until then, Ata ata
hoglo hulu...



lou o( 'Eururour eql w {colc,o euo ol
selnuru e^lelru lnoqP le euop sr Euunl
-ua^p?lseqeql'{rBp ralJB,(eta'I

:esred r(q qe
-$ Petclgul-jles eseql eAI^Jns ol /t\oq

uo sdn ,(u tse8rp pue /r\oleq I^\uJJs
or{l pBoJ oS 'polooq ur,1 'sr des uec 1

IIs'sl?opJo 3u11Eueu-punu eseg prrurl
-lsn3 Eurcueuedxe Jegp lng ,,'pueuC

y 'sessrl pu€ a^o-I 'eru 1mq uuuoE
s,lr uer.Il eJoru JBJ nod pq euuoE sr

srrdl'uJeJuoJ ,(q/{ tt tuoq11\ o1,, :Eur
-fes reuru.mrSord eql uro4 EurEulced
Jer{lo eql ge $Suoure rn oruaru onl11

? Je$oJsrp ol Eurlren ilus rue 1 '(sue1
qord rourur oql oql Jo ̂\eJ 

€ errreu
ot) sperua8ug uqllq pue fr:o,vr sselpue

'sruruosur ecnpu IF^\ qJrrllr qileu
€ ur,rueql s^ no , s,1r_'uorlducsep

$Jg eql 01 lJeeJ no^ sP uoos sv
'Jsneq eql sqt eslleeJ no{ reuoos eql
pu? Jauurp ol puno& spuel{ pell^ur

epBS ep srnb-reyq eql leql uoseeJ eues
eql JoJ uslllJA ore soureS oJ$uo^pv

!e,{ Eurqlou uees l,ure nof '."ffi
peq dpeerJe nof rqEnoqt no,{ gr puy

'eureE eqt Euu(e1d fgenlce go 4sul
euosel\B ery ur8eq o1 ,(peer ere nor( os

'(1,(puuq i*ro11 'ecqd se{el emlue^pe
oql qrrq/r\ uo pueld pnlce
eqt 1o ,(doc dn-,no1q pezs
-oJII e pepnlcur en,,{eql aes

1'qy) nurqec Eulpg pue
uprq.rno,( qloq q sraded

go eroqald aql de,nu
poIIJ e^eq pue (a,rulN

puBld eql ruorg s,{e1uo141
qleeq tuutn4, qlrm Euorm
s,teq,r pue) eureE 1ce;red

eqr pe4crd eleq no,{ og
"'flI^tvc

gHT CNIAV'Id
'Eururou dupuoll uo {ro^\
ol EuroE aroJoq ourlouos

feld,selnuuu /r\eJ ? qcleus
o1 pE plnoqs no,{ '1qEru

[epFS u uo eure8 eqt ,(nq
no,{ gr ',(1nyedo11 'Surpear

paeds ur sesmoc lqEru
Jo soues 8lno e{sl 01 $ slql qllrt\ |"ep

ol ,(e,{ fluo eql leueE eqt qsrug 01
ppuesse fletnyosqu [e sJr sr Eurqt Eur
-lBIsruJ lsour eql puv iseplsoq eJour
qcnu prrs lxel or$ eos uec no,{ eroyeq

ueeJJs er$ raao poceld eq $nu ryql sJe
-,nen cnseld prerit'ueleq xsl IBcldoI

euos ur lnoqu Euuuems rauure.r8
-ord pauuel eql Jo seJnlJrd'sreqrunu

qlIA\ peJeAoJ Slooq/r\ Eutrrlorrer eEueJls
'sururEurp 'sdeur 'sleur Jaeq 's[slop
leeq$uq 'srelsod 'sJe{Jqs 'sa8peq
'srededs,teu'suollJnqsur Sutpeol

'slBnwu uorlJn-usq'sellerrou eSed

-S9'suuoJ,(luerrum'raded c11epeqc,(sd
Jo ulsal er$ uI eJs nof ere11 llsel

I {ulql nof 'qsr1 'cluslll eql {urs ol
Eur8elced q8noue glltr uoorpeq rno,(
Jeqlous ,(ileug pue (ssecord eqt ul Jop
-unse xoq eW dlJ ol EurEeueur pue eda

,(qc4s eq1 EumeErol) xoq ep uedo
dF'ureers 'tuoql paJqs'Euuenoc Jrl

-seld elqelcnqsepw eql q8norqt sreEurg
mo,{ ecro; prrB euoq errrrre nof 'og

.XJVd flHI HCNOUHI;Rff9J
'^rou Eurpeer dols assald',uqo1 puy

lauef, sr uopsenb qql o1 relsue mo,{
JI :ereq qou ol lurod eu6 'ecueregerd

srrp sJornu qJrqa emluelpu ue f4
ueqt pue q pIoIJ Eurpeer peue;erd mof

teq^\ eprtop ol sr epq repcrlred fue
uo u-euoq ol fe,rn lseq eq1 'erue8

Jeqlo Jo Jeuueu II3 puB JorroH 'uoncrc
ecuens ol seueql le^erpeu repdod
-Jo^e aql uo.r; Eur8uer'uo4 esooqc

\-/ v .rL b

\./ v Au$
v -w.'^/nn, \

c-,;Y.ry

o1 q8noue,(pmgec eJ? arelg'lleil\
-'awvc v

CNIINfl OI ONNOUV CNIJTSO

v-\

,- V -r. G
,*

ro proar B reJJo puB reuroc ;J.13nu:Jn":?.ft"""rfi fqtfl eruos arorql ugc I 'sqderFs.red are; eseql
uI trIlnJadog ieFagalrd erll roJ ^fBd puB - ulutB
Fqragns lurp IIB luedar ol no^d ssessod plnoar
sseupsru lBrl.lb, aslql s1 ^(ryh 'erorrr roI 4cBq
iuguunr etuoc ol ueql lcodxe uaql puB rueql
lsqe'e ^dlqsreq pe{cBls erB lBrll s4sBl lsuIBtB
sre^(Bld f;d Xeql 'serrrBF Jo peerq snopnc
B sB etdoed e4lrls s.duarlu sernlue^pv 'p;dn1s
UIBId lsnl ro reuulFaq s 'e11;l .&reae Jo realos
eql ro reutpdruBc peueprBq B 3rB no.d reqleruh

cNrnntrc gun.LNg/l,ctr
.{O flZifTtI flII.L IICfIOIIII.L gqIIf.C dTgII-.tIAgS \f

/-L G \./ dY'1/
4/. a^-/ C.-\-\.- V vV

CNIUSJNNOCNg "'ialslssodl,tr Nolssltl'"sal IVc gul}tNil^(v do vrloH1a'Id lIHt a]xcvl o,t sI II J.dlccv oI HSIA\ no c'InoHS NoISSm{ uno "'
g etud : Z 'oN eI.I.tI T11IINSqISNOC

T



even consider playing
adventures in broad day-
light, though it may be
worthwhile when cloudy.
Use the daylight hours to
sleep and catch up with
all that unread game
packaging you still have
to file.

2. Read all the descrip-
tions very carefully.
The programmer may
have leftjuicy clues in
the wording of the game.
Psychologiss that I have
talked to conclude that bv
analysing the text you
can catch a glimpse of
what the writer was
thinking at the time (by
checking word formation
and metaphor), thus giving you a very
important and scientifically sound base

with which to plot what is going to
happen next. Does the text suddenly
mention words such as'dark'or black'
or'shadowy'? Yes? Then look out for
something lurking around the next few
locations hereabouts. Perhaps the
rambling style suddenly changes to
tight uninformative scribble. Watch
out for an unexpected attack. Or do
new and potentially soul-destroying
phrases like'menphysical propensity'
leap off the screen and straight at your
throat? This means the programmer
(or Interactive Author, as they are
known in the trade) has found his the-
Murus; start to panic.

3. Silliness often brings results. A
classic case of this occurs when a frog
suddenly hops into your location. Nat-
urally you waste no time giving it a
big wet kiss and usually for your trou-
bles you get a response such as, 'What
are you, some kind of pervert?'. But
occasionally some of tJre more helpful
adventures go on to say:'The frog
looks slightly ill and says: Hey,
gimme a break. Now what I really
need is an alligator sandwich. Any
chance, mac?' Hmmm...well, I said
silliness brought results, not made any
sense of the illogical problems.

4. Be familiar with your surround-
ings. Geography ma! be strucrured in
such a way as tro be helpful. Watch out
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for such tantalising text passages as
'Out of the nortlreir winilow, &tween
the rippling lace curtains, you catch a
glimpse of a lone tunet peeping over
the faraway hills.' Note all bxits, espe-
cially those which are hidden. Here is
another grey arca of adventure writing;
where to put the secret passage. This
problem is usually solved by putting it
!n the tree stump, but occasionally you
find them in the oddest ofplaces.
Always check chimneys, panelled
walls, dead ends, toilet fittings and
even behind such things as barrels,
boxes and dragons. When in doubt, try
sitting inside any of the objects that
can contain you. This does nothing to
solve the adventure, but is a good idea
if you feel suddenly at a loose end.

5. Make a map. This is easier said
than done in most cases, especially
where mazes are concerned. The best

way to approach ttris topic is to start in
the centre of the page and write small.
As far as mzves are concemed, these
may be physically impossible.
Remember, the laws of physics and
adventure games hardly ever mix.

6. Examine everything. A tedious
pastime maybe, but essential all the
same. This includes reading all notes,
letfers and encyclopaedias left lying
around by the unseen bookworms that
seem to populate such games as this.
Also remember, in your search for that
elusive sock (the frnal and most impor-
tant part of garb required to complete

',/16 n n/N^^v  ,4.  
^1
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the costume of the Kine of
Rumblovia and solve tf,e
game), use the full list of
prepositions. Who knows if
that innocent laundry basket
may.be hiding somerhing
mucn more stmster rn, on,
under, behind, next [o, over,
squeezed down the back of
- or even secreted in the
false bottom of - its wicker
frame. Of course, in real
life, when you see a table,
you also see what is on it;
but adventures, as I have
stated before, do not com-
pare with real life ar all. Oh
no, wait a moment...Scrub
that. There is one funda-
mental similarity. Adven-
tures may be compared to
real life on one basic level -

*fil{

money...

7. Coping with addiction (or
'Adventures vs Bank Balances'). As
in real life, where everything costs
money, adventures are just the same:
they cost money too. There is no way
to get around this (wittrout getting
locked up), though costs can be cut
down by attempting ahernatives to
adventure, such as sticking a sharp
stick in your eye. As an a-ltemative,
this can only be used a couple of
times, but the stick always comes in
handy later when your giriOe Aog
qmves (an interesting poinu do they
do adventures in braille, I wonder..?)

So to sum up: Neverbuy adventure
games unless you uue a literate
masochist. Make sure that you have at
least two filing cabinets, access to
unlimited amounts of pens, paper and
time and lry to arrange large uncondi-
tional loans from your Bank Manager
prior to seeing your psychologist.. And
if you do fall into the slimey rrap of
adventure gaming, beware of the harsh
realities of these most bizarre, frustrat-
ing and thoroughly enjoyable gzrmes.

All the hinted games and plorlines in
this article areloutty fictirious and any
resemblance to any existing games and
plotlines, either living or dead, is pure-
ly coincidental.
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I like the little bits like when you're sweeping up the room
and "chu,chu,chu..." - a nice touch and quite funny.
KC - Have you playedZeisure Suit Larry?
SC - I haven't, no, but I've heard about it.
KC - Oh it's good. The graphics are a nice change too.
NWkd - What do you see as the future of Adventure games?
What are they leading to, on the same track or where are they
leading?
KC - That they'll tend to merge wittr role-playing games.
Some are doing it already; Legend of the Sword and those
sort of games.
NWkd - So you're saying that adventures are heading more
towards the Hack'n' Slash rather than the puzzle aspects?
KC - There will still be puzzles there but it'll merge more
together. A bit of both in most gnmes.
NW- The Infocom marketing guy was telling me this morn-
ing that they are moving more in the direction of Bqttletech,
because their market demands this in games. And that's the
way it is going in the States - I think it's Mediagenics' influ-
ence myself.
NWkd - So it all boils down to marketing?
KH - That's why graphics were there in the first place. Espe-
cially Magnetic Scrolls games.
NW - It was also l-evel 9's excuse for adding graphics, as
well.
KH - They've developed separately though, haven't they? I
mean, with the graphics, give them a basic idea of the game
and then ask them to do it. At the end of the day, they put the
graphics on.
KC - There's the question of specialisation though isn't
there?
KH - Well yes,but they could be developed in unison.
SC - Develop what in unison?
KH - Graphics and text. The two together in all stages of

development.
SC - What can you actually do with text? I would argue that

advanced parsers are unnecessary - I don't think people will
actually make much use of them and I don't think they make
much use of them in the game design. There has rarely been a
game when you couldn't have used only a few words. Even in
a Magnetic Scrolls game, which we all actually understand,
it's great that you can 'Take ttre red mouse out of the green
bottle and trap it in the red cage.' But nine times out of ten,
you don't have to do this at all.
KH - But in my view, it is actually more loyal to use combi-

nations such as striking matches and so on.
SC - I would think that what might happen on that side is
that you can replace them like leg end of the Sword, for
example. I ttrought that it worked quite well as a little icon
thing, although the game itself was nothing to write home
about. I never thought while playing it that there was a terri-
ble lack of game play. I have felt that on those Mirrorsoft
icon games lke Shadowgate.They really are limited and I
don't have much time for them, but I'm not convinced.
MG - I think the only thing they can now do is to make them
more accessible to people who are playing adventures for the
first time. I've shown adventures to someone who has never
played one before, and said 'Type in what you want to do.'
And of course, they type in: 'I want to open the door,' and the
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parser replies, 'What? Eh?' The only way to improve is to
understand more and more sentences so that anyone can type
in anything and will actually get a response and know whiri
he is trying to do.
I{Wkd - How do you feel towards Multi-User Games and
the use_of non-pla-yeq characters, bombing all over the place?
MG - I've got mixed feelings. I was playing a game the other
day frgm l small mail order company called'The Beast'by
Llndalvrigfrt of Marlin Games. You go through a village
where theshops open and close at ceriain times. When you
stand outside the village pub at l1 o'clock, the churchbell
rings, the landlord emerges from the door and the first cus-
tomer of the day walls in, while you stand there watching...
And that adds to the game - Ahh, that's nice. Then you go
into the pub and have a drink and so on. I find it difficult to
interact with the other characters because I never know what
to do or to say to them. All you can do is 'Say to dwarf, hello'.
You know, The dwarf greets you.' sort of thins.
SC - The fact is, in real [fe, ive pass thousands of interactive
characters each day. How many do we actually want to inter-
act with? Very few. And it's the same in games. I agree, much
better to have two or three who you can really do sbmething
with.
KC - Something I found annoying n Knight Orc was that
there were so many people and villains, and you had to sort
out what you really wanted to know from all the rubbish.
NWkd - It looks like one of the trends to cram as many non-
player characters into a game as if to say 'Look at this, lren't
we clever?' sort of thing. Are you for them?
KC - I ttrink that level 9's latest one has come back down a
bit since tien. You've still got loads of characters but not all
doing things at once, so you don't know what's going on...
NWkd - What do you really hate !o see in adventures? Pet.
hates?
KC - Bad spelling.
SC - Absolutely.
KC - Also, fatal bugs. Half way through a game, if it has got
a bug in it, they've wasted their time. I won't review it.
SC - The other thing I don't like is long location descriptions
unless it appears to be written first class. You get them in
crappy programs, especidly in GA.C, where you get these
long location descriptions where it gives you it all. You know,
where it says 'Bloobluboo' and you only see the last sentence
- 'You've had it..' TVhat? What happened?'
MG - Instant deaths. You're just. getting into ttre game and
you type East'..."Thhwackk! A landslide has come down the
mountain and killed you." Oh great.
NW - Instant deaths is mine too.
KH - Hackneyed pastiche medieval phrases. That really gets
me.
NWkd - I penonally hate mazes, but there you go.
NW - Also, every location description begins with'You
Are...'I hate that.
SC - Anotier is when there is an obvious solution to a puz-
zle, and you know you've got it right but it will only accept
one word. You want to get on a boat - Get on boat, board
boat, mount boat, enter boat, climb boat, jump boat and you
find it is something like'Embark'.
MG - Or'East'?
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TALES FR.OM MI.ID
(Includlng excerpts from an lntervlew wlth Rtchard Bartte - Archtrrlzard and Co4reator of the Mulil-User Dungeon)

Narrow road between lands.
You are stood on a narrow road between The Land and whence
you came. To the north and south are the small foothilts of a pair
of majestic mountains, with a large wall running round. To the
west the road continues, where in the distance you can see a
thatched cottage opposite an ancient cemetery. The way out is to
the east, where a shroud of mist covers the secret pass 5y which
you entered The Land.*west
Narrow road.
You are on a narrow east-west road with forest to the north and
gorse scrub to the south.*west
Road opposite cottage.
You are stan$ing on a badly paved road with the cemetery to the
north and the home of the grave-digger to the south. An inscrip-
tion on the cemetery gates reads, "RESTING PLACE OF LOST
SOULS''.*north
You are lost in a misty graveyard.
Deep amongst the weeds and shrubs lies a small, roughly-hewn
gravestone. The swiftly written epitaph reads: "Here Lies Iz The
Wiz. The RotlerSkating Speed Champ Of 1986."
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'''AGENT TREVILLI,AN!...WHAT'S ALL THIS MUD BUSINESS?...ISN'T IT SOME KIND OF DIRTY UNDERGROUND ESTABLISHMENT...?

ed fintly to improve the definition lan-
guage and secondly to explore the
possibility of making ir mulri-user.
Well, the rewrite of the definition lan-
guage was not really too brilliant, but
by devising a gzime where it is'You vs
Them'(as opposed to'You vs It') they
had stumbled upon a uniquely enjoy-
able and ttroroughly addictive pastihe.

MUDawn...
MUD started as a small CB-type pro-
gram, and quickly developediirto a
quasi-realm consisting of evil woods,
deadly dwarvish mines and even a cot-
tage upon the edge ofthe foul-
smelling swamp. Unfortunately, what
started as a hobby rapidly became a
near full-time challenge and course
york began to suffer. Yet soon people
from the University were linking uf
via their internal niodems and eipelri-
encing the magic of MUD. Because
the Essex DEC system-l0 was not
available during the day, the program
could only be run during ttre night.
Slowly thb srudents beg-an to pricCse
this w-eird nocturnal rit-ual; a facet of
MUD that has been passed down ro
this very day. AII the besr playing is
done ar night (rhe larer the beuer).
Ater all, when Iz changed from Iz the
Mage O Iz the Wizard, the clock read
3.20aml

MUDebut...
So time went by and MUD was
opened up to the awaiting world and
its cult status grew and grew. Every
night, callers Irom outsi-cle the Unifer-
sity would ring up to participate in this
special game. MUDspeke was created
- a sort of easy shorthand to speed up
typing and sending messages - and the
ranks of Wizzes grew and grew. Then
came the day when a former Wizard
called Jeremy San (known to all as
Jez, writer/programmer of Starglider I
andlI) introduced Richard to Simon
Dally, who worked for Cennrry Com-
munications and wished to market
MUD professionally. So in 1985,
MUSE (Multi-USer Enrertainments)
was born; the company that would
bring MUD to the general public ar
last.

My life in MUD really began with my
death, for the highest sratus in rhis
multi-user adventure is immortality;
the rank of Wiz. Upon achieving
enough points, you let your insignifi-
cant mortal body rot to dust and claim
your right to be named within the list
of true Wizards and Wirches. The
game takes place in an area known as
'The Land', which corresponds to any
normal text-only adventure game. Yet
when you step within its enchanted
bounds, you are playing alongside
many other characters each being run
by another human being in another
part of the country. An-d when I left
behind my life in MUD (a

career in itsel|, I never dreamed that
one day I would be meeting one of its
original creators to talk about his dark
past and the game's bright future.

MUDevised...
The Multi-User Dungeon began when
two shrdents (namely Richard Bartle
and Roy Trubshaw) were studying
Compuier Science BSc (Honoirrsiat
Essex University and started to
explore the limitations of the main-
frame version of ADVENT, one of the
original adventure games. Both
thought that this could be expanded
and Roy decided that two major
changes were sorely needed. He want-

MUDiscovery...
In the new ver-
sion, obviously
entitled MUD II,
the original set-
ting was retained,
while huge new
areas of The
Land were added, including more
problems and mobiles (the semi-intel-
ligent monsters that roam around the
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Les Wizzes and Ios Wizzios). Sadly
though, MUD is no longerrunning at
Essex, but soon enough this little game
should be available through almost
every network and possible in quite a
few languages.

MUDestinies...
But what about the future of multi-user
games as a whole? Collectively there
are about twelve commercial MUGs
(meaning Multi-User Games; an
acronym that one particular ArchWiz-
ard dislikes intensely) around at this
time, including such names as Shades,
Gods and the like. Of course none yet
rates alongside the original, either in
man-hours of development or playing
time, but Richard is adamant that
newer concepts could prove !o be even
more popular. "People are already
working on.a multi-user version of
such games as DungeonMasrer, which
will include views of players and
scenes as if you were walking inside
them. When you created your charac-
ter, you would choose from an identik-
it system of ears, noses eye colours
etc. to come up with a unique picture."
And will MUD go this way eventual-
ly? "MUD was written to be text-
based, so it will always be text-based.
If a game is to include graphics, then
that has to be designed into the game
from the outset." Richard went on to
tell me that there is an existing game
in the States called Island Of Kesmai,
which combines both MUD and
Rogue (a graphiqal adventure game
that views the rooms in the dungeon
from above). For this sort of game,
participants will need to purchase a
disk containing all the graphical infor-
mation needed to play the game. Once
the mainframe has been connected, it
sends not text, but instructions that tell
the micro what scene should be dis-
played; the data for this is stored in the
mainframe, the graphics on the disk.
In this way, by using a simple series of
codes, whole wildernesses can be
brought to life, complete with pictures
of all participating characters. This
certainly seems to be the shape of
things to come.

MUDelving...
And as I said farewell to the master of
the dungeon himself, he asked why I
was the Rollerskating Speed Champ of
1986. Well, at that time,I could clear
MUD of treasure in eighteen minutes
from start to finish. Few people could
beat that - and when they asked me
how I did it? Well,I was on roller-
skates of course...
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WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE?
This interactive computerised adventure game is accessible to
anyone with a home computer (almost any with an RS-232
port), a modem and a telephone.
For more information, either write or call John on the helpline
number or contact MUSE direct atz 6 Albemarle Way, London,
EC1V 4JB. Richard has also given me some booklets and order
forms - so if you are interested I can always send you some of
these through the post for you to browse through.
If you already have a modem and cannot wait to get into MUD,
then you can get a look at the game by signing on as a guest,
which entitles you to twenty minutes free play. To do this:
Set your communication software to Even Parityr T Bits, 1 Stop
Bit and ring:

01. 583 1275 for LZW|71 baud
01583 12fi) for L20011200 baud
01 583 30fi) for 300/300 baud, or

01 583 8333 for 2400 bis.
This will get you onto the BT GOLD network; hit <RETURN>
a couple of times and then type CALL 41 to get through to the
MUD computer. Once this is done, answer MUDGUEST to the
question USERNAME? and PROSPECT to the PASSWORD?
prompt.
Then ttre doors into The Land will swing open to you at last!
And from this little Wizard,let me say you will never regret it.

tz .rEr',E'^ \)t-fzAR.D'S
AMAZINC AND TOTALLY INDISPI'NSANLE

(TTIE SMALL PART OF TIIE LAND WHICH ALL
GUES1IS AND trEGINNERS tryILL FIRS:C

ENCOUNTER).
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that they could get away from the
innate knowledge/theme type of
adventure, and write completely origi-
nal stories. The puzzles, too, could be
very original, highly complex, and
involve much object manipulation, due
to the autiors'ability to write lengthy
descriptions, and have all sorts of clues
hidden away in unlikely places. No
longer was innate knowledge required
to solve them - there was enough space
to set the scene in the text.

The classic Babel Fish
Who, for example, would have the
slightest idea of how o get a Babel
Fish out of a dispensing machine?
This problem is a classic. Press the
dispensing machine butlon, and a fish
is ejected from the machine at such
high speed, that it sails straight
through a hole in the wall under a
hook and disappears. The hole must
be closed, but how? The answer is to
hang the gown, tlat hopefully the
player is wearing, on the hook. The
next attempt sees the fish hitting the
gown, but sliding down it into a drain
in the floor directly under it. And so
on.... Infocom then started to call their
games' authors 'storytellers'. If you
had fte hardware and could afford f20
- f30 per game, there was nothing !o
touch Infocom. The word was king!

More memory
Hardware development continued
apa.ce, and before long even bigger
machines were available at'affordable'
prices - the 16-bit Atari ST, Amiga,
and IBM PC. An Infocom adventure
could run much faster in these, since
the whole"thing could now be con-
tained in memory just as the original
l6K tape games were. Awr
Magnetic Scrolls \\p/J)
And then, along came Magnetic --=4
Scrolls! They used a very intelligent
parser to drive an 'Infocom-type' text
adventure held in memory, with some
stunningly attractive graphics held on
disk, designing their games essentially
for l6-bit systems. Level9 upgraded
their system too, with some very
sophisticated high level commands,
with which you could move to a
remote location by typing its name,
and take the best route, stopping only
if you came up against an obstacle that
would have prevented you moving on
with a series of orthodox commands.
You could 'find'objecs you had
dropped whose whereabouts you had
forgotten, and could also instruct a
game (or NPC) character to carry out
a whole series of instructions - and
some actually did!

Parser problems
It is suggested by some cynics that the
complexity of the sentences accepted
by today's advanced parsers is largely
irrelevant. There is some truth in that,
but for complex problems a
workaround is messy. Scott Adams

once told me that lte didn't believe in
complex parsers, since not only did
everybody prefer to type just two
words, everytling could be achieved
with nvo words. If you wanted to put
a file in an oven to temper it, it isn't
necessary to be able t0 enter PUT
FILE IN OVEN as a single command,
he maintained. "All you have to do is
to arrange for the message WHERE to
follow a PUT command, and watch for

SHAFT. Perhaps he was just
trying to prove his original
point!

Real stories...
Since the arrival of the 16-bit
machines, then, the traditional text and
text-with-graphics adventure has come
a long way in terms of size and com-
plexity. It can weave a real story
around its puzzles (Stationfall for
example), it can be peuc (Trinity),it
can be hilarious (Jinxter),zany
(Bureaucracy), or suspenseful (Cor-
ruption). Then the picture started tak-
ing over from the word. Two com-
pletely new approaches to graphics
emerged, from Sierrra and Mindscape.

Animated ego
In Sierra's system, as used in the
Quest adventures (eg. King's, Space,
Police) and superbly in Leisure Suit
Larry, the picture is large , usually
almost full screen. The player's ego is
depicted as an animated character,
whose movements are controlled by
mouse or joystick. Other objects in
the picture, too are animated , and
music and sound effects are provided,
offering a visually and aurally excit-
ing game. Whilst moving from place
to place is achieved graphically, other
commands are typed in from the
keyboard. Text messages appear in
windows superimposed temporarily
over the picture.

Limited
This system offers reasonable scope
for puzzles, but the narrative is
extremely limited, and in practice,
puzzle-solving is largely guesswork,
rather than logic. It can be difficult to
move your'ego'to precisely hit exits
off the picture, and to position him
correctly near objects to be able to take
or examine them. The action is rather
jerky, freezing whilst messages are on
display, and the physical mode play is
unergonomrc, requrnng constant
changeover from joystick to keyboard.

Icon-driven systems
Mindscape's system, as used n Shad-
ow gate, U ninvite d, and D 6jd Vu, is
quite different, being driven by a com-
bination of word icons and picture
objects. Text messages are liven, but
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the player's input is purely by mouse,
using either the icons, or rather clever-
ly, aking or dropping an object by
'dragging' it out of the picrure into an
inventory window and vice vena.
Shorthand'clicks' are available to
speed up play.

Return of the two-word parser
Boiled down into conventional Frms,
the input is essentially of the two-
word variety. The word icons are the
verbs, and the noun icons are objects
shown in the picture. The most com-
plex action is OPERAIE, where, for
example, you might OPERATE (verb
icon) KEY (inventory object) ON
(implied) DOOR (picture object). So
we are virnrally back full circle, with
a good old-fashioned two-word parser!
Not quite, for the input does not have
to be parsed - it is effectively input in
separale words, and all of them are
valid! The verbrange is ofnecessity
small, to fit on the display, and so the
puzzles are quite shallow. OPERATE
is a catch-all command to use anv
object for its intended purpose, liaving
little scope for imaginative thinking.
In a text adventure, much of the puz-
zling is over exactly how to use an
object!

Magnificent...
There is no way that I can see, for
example, how this system could be
used to implement a magnificent puz-
zle like the breaking of the under-
ground wall in Lurking Horror. Here,
an old underground passage leads to a
dead-end at a newly constructed wall.
Manipulation of the brickwork with
the correct tool, releases only one
loose brick, to reveal a reinforcing rod.
Now it becomes nescessary to find a
route into the passage with a suffi-
ciently large access to take a couple of
large objects. Careful mapping will
reveal that the other side of the wall is
the pit at the bottom of the lift shaft.
Reaching the solution requires much
examining and experimenting, and
involves tying a chain round the rein-
forcing rod and placing the other end
over a hook on the underside of the
lift. Of course, the lift doors have to
be forced first and the pit entered via
the lift shaft. Finally, ttre lift is sum-
moned from the top floor... Try doing
that in graphics!

In conclusion
A texfbased system, then, is essential
for an adventure with any depth.
There are bound to be continual
improvements and innovations on the
graphics side of adventures, for these
help sell the games in sufficient quan-
tities. But in the final analysis, graph-
ics can only be regarded as a frill to
the text story, which, spiced with deli-
cious puzzles, will give the thinking
player so much enjoyment and satis-
faction.
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these artifacts have been won, they
can be used to thwart the evil Suzar
and crush his marauding bands of
mutated humanoids. It begins in a
prison cell and the fint part of the
adventure deals with the escape (Is
that the breath of air you can feel
coming from that gnll up there?)
and the meeting with the rest of
your little party. Once this is done,
you begin the long trek to Suzar's
castle in an attempt to slay him.

Multi-user
It seems also that the guys from SS
are working on a network svstem
which willlllow
each of the five

around the concept that they should try
less-worn genre than the usual fantasy
story. They are thinking of taking on
two writers to produce a Science Fic-
tion senario and one set upon the
streets of New York in a Detective set-

ting. From there, tley see another
updale of the parser to ke€p up with
the times and perhaps a new landscap-
igg feanre. This should cerrainly ktbp
them all busy for a few years. "izg- -
end was a stepping stone," remarked
Eugene in a moment of sanity, "from
here we want to break new
frontiers...and discover new clich6s".
With their next game ttrey will certain-
ly have taken another step forward.
Judging by their determination and
ability it will be one of many.

players to be con-
trolled separately
by five different players on five dif-
ferent computers! This should add
a full multi-user feel to the whole
quest if they can solve the obvious

problems of linking the
hardware together. And
all this will be available
by mid-Summer 1989.

Yet there are
Launchimg

: are further-reaching plans yet
to be exposed. After acquiring their
offices (a necessity which I am sure
they will be hard pressed to avoid
judging by t}le increasing lack of
space), they are launching four pro-
jecs, each using the revisedLegend
system. Their third game will leave
behind the land of Anar and break into
fresh grounds, namely the supernatu-
ral. This will take place in modem
days, starting with a plane crash.
Exciting stuff until you learn that it
will end up at tle gateway to Hell
iselfl This is being co-written with
Darren Coldwell (of whom I must con-
fess to knowing very little) and is ten-
tatively known asThe Shadow Spirils.
The fourth game? Well, ttris is a little
less straightforward as it is being pie
neered by Eugene, who will give few
coherent words away on this subject
(even under torture). He told me only
this (and I am obliged to quote): "The
game is something special. A game
for Godheads. Cave canem! It is wdt-
ten by two men of great knowledge;
two brothers who have no names as of
yet, but they have done a lot of travel-
ling and have a lot of knowledge."

Stepping stone
Hmmm...Well, moving swiftly on, I
asked the trio to stop quoting Latin and
try to spread their sights even further
ahead into the mists of their future.
Now things got totally hazy. Karl told

me that the other couple of- planned adventures were
merely skerchy ideas based

A QUICK CLUE (for those of you

stuck in LOTS of trouble)...
To find the password to pass through
the tunnels and cross to the other part
of the land, look down at the stepa and
then up..But I don't think you shbuld
wait for nightfall for those bats to go
away...

Complex
The other main difference
with the sequel is that it
will be designed around a
semi real-time system which will
allow a much greater range of prob-
lems, especially tlrose dependant upon
the player's reactions. With the combi-
nation of an actual clock (probably
displayed on the screen) and the com-
puter's own intemal clicks, every
action will take a specified time to per-
form, from simple commands such as
picking up a sword or drawing a
weapon, !o complex ones like travel-
ling back across the island to the
awaiting ship. A fully implemented
weather system will add a further real-
ism to the landscape, altering certain
actions in the process. Say, for exam-
ple, you wish to retrieve a mysterious-
looking nest from the branches of a
tree; climbing would work, but not
when it had been raining for the whole
day. The trunk, you would be told, is
far too slippery!

Interaction
A new (and therefore top secret) char-
acter interaction parser is being inno-
duced, to complement a redesign of
the action/ocational graphics. Some
of the pictures are reported to expand
to half screen size and all use the full
sixteen colours available on the larger
machines. Nothing it seems is being
left alone, for even the map will scroll
in each direction, showing at will the
whole currently explored area.

Suzar's return?
And as an exclusive to CONFIDEN-
TIAL, Silicon did allow me to mention
a few whispered words of the next sto-
ryline. The game is entitled fre
Final Battle and will be the last part of
the Legend saga (at least for the fore-
seeable future), statring where the
other game ended, with the gaining of
the sacred sword and shield. Once

DON'T FORGET!
We will be stocking back
editions of all copies of
CONFIDENTIAL, so if you
were not luclry enough to
get your grubby little
hands on the first copy, let
us know and we will -sbeed
one to vou for a fee of bnlv
t2.OO. -And for those whd
do not know. Issue One
contained:
A Fishy Business - An account
of the goings on surrounding
Magnetic Scrolls' Fish.

Let There Be Life - Steve
Cooke's look at NPCs in adven-
ture games.

Playing Live - at the Labyrinthe.

Personnel File - on Michael
Bywater, writer for Punch maga-
zine and co-writer on Bureau-
cracy and Jinxter.

Play By Mail-Order - Mike Ger-
rard's look at the smaller mail-
order adventure businesses.

SO ASK FOR YOUR
COPY RIGHT AtrIAY!
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CONFIDENTIAL File No. 2 : page lg
...HOW MANTY TIMES DO I HAVE TO SAY THIS?...I DONT \YANT REVIEWS...GET AGENT WINSHNLEY TO THROW SOMETHING TOGETT{ER...

POOL OF'ruIAIIICE
At last the long awaited conversion of Advanced Drurgeons And Dragons has hityour computer screen (tf you have a C64 and dtsk-drtve-that ts). Never-mlnd scrab-
bttng to. flnd.,enongh lntere_sted players and someone wtlltng and experlenced
eno-ugh to-act as Dungeon Master...now you can play wheneveiyou wisfi. pool of
Radlance ls the flrst of the 'Forgotten Realms' saga and places you ln the fabled
ctty o,f ,Phlan which, as your Adventurer's Journil explalns, hai suffered a che-quered hlstory. Its present state ls of a clty at war wttli the human forces huddled
behtnd a stro-ng stockade whlle the nrlns beyond are lnhabtted by petty bands of
evil orcs, €3obllns, humans and othel more slnlster, monsters.

As a final touch, you can also choose
each character's alignment from a
range of nine types varying from law-
ful good to chaotic evil. A character's
alignment can affect how he is viewed
by non-player characters (or NPCs).
Once your characters have been gener-
ated (and a nice touch is that you can
adjust attribute levels younelf after the
random sequence), their appearance
can be set to a variety ofdifferent out-
fits and anatomical details.

The first mission
Then its off to Phlan to begin your
quest. Initially, you are treated to a
whistle-stop tour of part of the city,
with your guide pointing out buildings
of interest, then it's time to go to the
city hall for a mission. At the start this
will be something like the clearance of
an unsettled area of its roguish inhabi-
tants. You will meet kobolds, orcs,
goblins, tolls and ogres on this mis-
sion, the latter two beasts causing
formidable problems to your party if
met in a group. Most of the smaller
opponents can be defeated without too
much trouble, especially if your
magic-user casts a sleep spell at the
horde. Watch out though for the larger
creatures as they are only partly affect-
ed (if at all) and can easily overpower
your group.

The first fight ,A
Combat is dntered Wtr
in a variety of \((Kdl,t].
ways. As you \lp,
explorethearea Vyou are treated to a
threedimensional
display of your surroundings complete
with doors, archways and stone or
wooden walls. Some areas and build-
ings are preset to contain monsters
going about their daily existence.
You'll meet rookie goblin soldiers
under instruction, kobolds in their
mess, arguing orcs and more. Some
individuals also live in t}re ruins and
they may offer you further missions or
information. Also in the ruins are
bands of creatures wandering about.
TheSe are encountered randomly (usu-
ally just as you've finished another bat-
tle and before you've had time to rest
and replenish your spells and hit
points!) Depending upon who spots

The game
Your quest is to discover the identity
of the evil force that is leading the
monsters and rid Phlan of its scourge.
To this end you control a party of six
adventurers each having their own
skills, abilities and alignments. The
game statistics are closely modelled
upon AD&D standards with monsters,
spells and items being taken from the
AD&D books, the Monster Manuals,
Dungeon Master's Guide and Player's
Handbook.

Creating the characters
Each character can be a dwarf, elf,
gnome, kilf-elf, halfling or human and
can choose a specialist character class
or a combination of classes. The
classes are magic-user, cleric, fighter
and tlief. As the characters prcgress
through the game, they gain experi-
ence which allows promotion to higher
levels. Higher levels give the charac-
ter more hit points and thus more
potential for survival. Characters have
varying abilities which affect the char-
acter's effectiveness during the game.
High abilities increase the amount of
experience a character gains during
play and also ttre skill of the character
in its chosen class. Thus the fighters
benefit from strength, while thieves
require gmd dexterity. These abilities
are randomly generated by the com-
puter during character creation.

who first you may get the chance to
run away, but this option is often fore-
stalled if the opponents seriously out-
number or outmatch you. When com-
bat is joined, the screen display
changes to a fiull screen, pseudo-over-
head 3-D view of your surroundings,
yourparty and your foes. You can
choose to control the actions of your
party members directly or let th6 com-
puter do the job for you. This is avail-
able independently for each party
member in each round of combat.
Resolving combat is handled by the
computer and depends upon the rela-
tive strengths of the current combat-
ants. Each character has a number
called'thaco' which is a measure of
characters' chance of hitting the farget.
This is modified by the armour class of
the opponent so that a well-armoured
foe is less likely to be hit than an
unprotected one.

Oh no! I'm hit!
If a hit is made, the recipient of the
blow loses hitpoints. A character
whose hit poins are reduced to zero is
unconscious and out of the battle. He
may also be dying in which case a
member of your party must spend a
combat round bandaging him to pre-
serve his life. If a character does die
he may possibly be resurrected by an
independent cleric, unless he has been
totally disintegrated by dragon flame
or a disintegrate spell.

And if you win?
If all your party die or become uncon-
scious you have lost and will have to
start again from a saved position, but if
there are any survivors you will proba-
bly find that the monsters have left
armour, weapons, coins or even spe-
cial items behind. Money can be
shared out equally or pooled and taken
by one or more characters. Other
items can be picked up by any charac-
ter who has some spare carrying
capacity. Not all classes can use each
item, clerics and magic users in partic-
ular being restricted in their choice of
armour and weapons.

Making camp in the great outdoors
Once the booty has been divided up it
is time to make camp. This can be,
done anywhere, but some places are
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CONFIDENTIAL File No. 2 : page 2l
...OIJR AGENTS KEEPON GETNNGEATEN BYMONSTERS.,.ITS AJIJNGLE OLNTI{ERE!...GET SOMETHINGTO HELPTT{EMFAST...DON NOWI...

he Best iary Fi le
THE GRUE f.','esomius Horribitis) Zr:lrk[,II, UI, Wishbringer, etc...

SPECIES: Unknown
ORIGIN: Possibly hatched from an egg
DIMENSIONS: No description known (estimated ar least 9'by professors
at GUE University from jaw marks on bones and a few fooprints)
DIET: SFict carnivore (will only eat lone Adventurers)
HABITAT: Known throughout the Empire
POPULATION DENSITY: Unguessable
GROUPING NUMBER: Two to five in any one lair
LAIR: Underground in complete darkness
LIFESPAN: Unrecorded
LOCOMOTION: Two five-toed legs (they are known to lurk for their prey
REPRODUCTION: Unknown (they do ir wirh the lights out)
MATING SEASON: Every orher Saturday
SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR: Very much a family crearure
COMMUMCATION: Whispers
INTELLIGENCE: Primal

These fearsome creatures have been recorded throughout th-e history of the Great Underground Empire. They were first dis-
covered preying on lone workmen who wandered a bit too far from their worksites, way back when the first iunnels were
being dug. They have never been seen, uls they live in total blackness and shy away from light in all its forms. The only way
anyone ever found out about these terrible monsters was from tle scattered remain-s that they leave after meals - they arb very
messy eaters. Many Adventurers were sent to combat these menaces, but none ever succeeded in doins much aboui them. Iit
fact, with the recent decline in the number of brave fellowswilling to track them down, the grue populition (which no one has
efe.r b .eq courageous enough to chance a guess at in fear of ttre public hysteria ttris would causei trave even iaken to eating
their victims'bones!
So with no real solution to the grue threat (though they are reported to be heavy sleepers), measures have been taken io com-
bat this noctumal menace, beginning with the world-famous'Anti-Grue Cream'. This is made from all manner of evil-
smelling materials and is issued with a set of neat plastic noseplugs to make sure the wearer is not instantly fumigated when
he opens the tube. Goggles arealso recomm-ended as the stench can also rot away the eyes. The manufaciurers suggest that
the cream should be smear- ed all-over the body prior to adventuring in the dark, although try not to let it make contiC-t with any
fabrics as corrosion usually results. If in doubt, stay at home and, in case of emergency, reinember to keep the fridge door
open!

BIXBY...
Ltving lnslde every Adventure game ls a llttle fel-
low w-hose task ls to undertake all the commands
that your warped mlnd dreams up. For you, solv-
inE each Eame lnvolves nothlng more than a few
clickety aeystrokes, but to this poor bod, l t 's
murder! Heve you ever wondered just what you
expect him to do? Have you ever considered
iust how stupld these commands actually are?-How embarr-asslng? No? Well ,  I  thlnk you
should, startlng rlght now! Geez, you sure are
mean to the llttle guy, you know... Take for
example that most common of Adventure set-
tlngs: The Dungeon...

thc i ron door tcycela a
roon _ Thcrc arc aome traps herc. Thlrc i3 I
metal tcy herc,
What ehall I do now?> take key
Arc you kidding? Thcrc arc lote of trapel...>jusr
hke the kev smm ss

y, you'rc thc boss. <Gulpl>

RCIb "
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ing list, the printers are in almost con-
stant use, although a deathly silence
was on them at the moment. Everv
two hours, the equivalent of a smail
novel is produced, going through
100,000 sheets and 5Or boxes of
paper a month. The posAl bill alone
comes to a staggering f34,000 a
year...amazing!

The main game run by KJC isIft A
Crime with over 10, 000 players. Or
more exactly,25 games with 500 in
each. It is a game ahut gang warfare
from the TV'anderers'genre. The aim
is to become the city's nunwro uno
gang by taking control of as many of
the ten thousand blocks as possible,
become the most notorious and so on.
The game was leased from the Ameri-
can postal game company, Adventures
By Mail (or ABM;, with the necessary
software to allow it to be run. Free
starter pack for the first few turns, it's
easy and different.

Troll's Bouom comes as a free starter
pack too and is a humorous and really
easy game. The idea is to kill all the
other trolls to become the onlv one on
the island. All you have is your pet
vulture and a sundry few other items.
You have to plot your rise according to
food and weapons, taking into account
the weather.

KJC also run several other games.
Capitol from ABM with five games of
96 players; Esrthwood with seventy-
five games of 25 players each, with
Seakings being a similar garne; Dawn
of Ancients, to pit Romans against
Gauls (or vice versa)and recreate his-
tory as one of 12 players in one of the
thirty-six games; State of War,based
upon the US Civil War in the twentieth
century; try to expand and lake over
presidency.

They are working-on two new games
at the moment, a l00-player military
strategy - Warlords and Quest, a 5ffi-
player fantasy game. These should be
up and running soon.

With the massive array of computers,
someone must know something. They
are usually provided with data actually
intact from the American companies
which they can't always change.
Sometimes in Pascal, but more often
than not, in Basic.

KJC started as a company five years
ago after the hobby Kevin started back
in 1981 looked commerciallv viable
and four staff were taken on. Nowa-
days, KJC are the largest PBM compa-
ny in the world, overtaking giants like
ABM themselves. Ever expanding
into new ground, they had !o cut. away
the perennial favourite, Crasimoff s
World due to time pressures. This
incidentally was given to an ex-KJC
employee who runs it'extremely well
now'.

Their aim for the future is to corner
one half of the postal gaming markel
To design more of their own games
and gain more licences for others.
They want more complex games utiliz-
ing computer power and rudimentary
Artificial Intelligence, giving games
l*e IAC more depttr. Also, to make
the print-outs more pretty with extra
maps and graphics.

Another aim is to delve deeper into the
European market. At the moment,
l0Vo ofrhe players are from Europe
(Scandinavia mostly) with many from
Holland, Belgium and Germany. They
receive their turns in English and pay
the same rates as in Britain.

The company also have regular pub-
meets to get to know their punters, as
an informal get together with over 100
people attending. The last one was in
November, and once in Blackpool they
hired a marquee and fifteen people
were crammed in each office. And I
can tell you, they're tiny.

Is running a postal game company a
good thing? Well, KJC are the only
one expanding in tfris game genre.
They have a bad reputation because
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they are one of the few professional
companies. They are dedicated o
their task and have received a lot of
grouching from other companies. KJC
don't mind; in their view anyone could
have done it, but they sat up and bit
the cherry when the opportunity arose.
They see their rivals as jaded and
slothful.

Advertising has been very successful,
and the biggest push so far was the
free starter pack on the front cover of
issue one of GM. This was held up by
the strike, but they are hoping for a
deluge of 10, 000 and 30,000 new
players. At this point, only 200 had
taken up the offeq with thousands
expected.

Unfornrnately, my time in the KJC
development office was drawing to a
close with the sudden sweep of time to
catch the next train before the Lan-
cashire rush hour. So I had to leave. It
was a shame it couldn't have been an
interview thing, but there you go.
Good old NigdL Mitchell offerJd me a
lift back so I took a few snapshots and
strapped myself in for take off for my
last dash through Blackpool.

I missed the train.
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In our first, issue Nick provided a
vague-ish description (so as not to give
the game away, as it were) of ttre
basic scenario...with the proviso that,
prognmmers being a notoriously
capricious breed, things might well be
quite different in the finished game. I
am assured that" although tlere are a
few finishing touches to be made to
the game, the storyline remains virtu-
ally intact and unscathed. For those
who have recently joined Oflicial
Secrets and haven't. seen Nick's God-
piece (if you know what I mean), I'll
just give a brief recap. I won't be too
specific either, in case it Mars your
enjoyment.

The game is set in Ancient..ish Greece,
and revolves around the notion that the
mortal Greeks, being a fickle breed
(like programmers really) have
become disenchanted with the current
bunch of Olympian Gods and are look-
ing elsewhere for new modes of wor-
ship. Ignored by their former worship-
pers, tle Gods become bored, compla-
cent and generally Idyll. Not surpris-
ingly Zeus, the top God, is none too
pleased with this turn of events and
decides t0 reinstate the Olympian
deities to their former positions of
glory. But, being that he's a devious

chap he decides, that he's going to
make them work hard to regain the
respect of the idolatrous Greeks.

So, one night at an Heroic symposium,
Zeus decides to turn the tables on the
revelling Gods. He commands that" in
order to win back the respect of the
disaffected worshippers, each God in
tum must prove that they are worthy of
being adored by completing an Heroic
task. You're playing the part of the
sea-god Poseidon, but being more than
a little inept at aquatic acrobatics, have
the misfortune to be chosen first (the
Leda?). Your objective... to Tri and
Dent the defences of Hades'palace
which, funnily enough, is located in
that god-forsaken place itself, Hades.
Your aim is to steal awav with Hades'
magical Helmet..

But, just when you Thor that task did-
n't sound too difficult, you discover
tlat, in order to gain access to Hades,
you have to figure out how to bypass
the Hydra. And water task that turns
out t0 be! A fearsome, many-headed
serpent, the Hydra proYes t0 be a
formidable adversary. Even if you
manage to chop off any one of its mul-
tifarious heads, your efforts will be
wasted because it simply regenerates

new ones. When you eventually get
into llades' subterranean domain you
have to traverse the Styx...but be
warned... Charon must be bought-off,
and guess who has to pay the Stygian
ferryman? Once you've crossed the
river of hell (and Charon!?!), you
have to make your way to llades'
Palace. In transit to the.Palace vou
will be dogged by many perpleiing
problems. Eventually, having survived
all these perilous encounters and
solved several Cthonic conundrums
you should eventually reach the Palace
gates where the final task should keep
YOU (linle hint Hera) baffled for a
while.

All in all Myth is an entertaining and
witty little masterpiece which will
keep you aMused for many an hour.

Once again our sincerest Apollo..gies
for the delay...and the puns...but it's
difficult not to when you're in ttre Cen-
taur of things..oops!

send comments on
yth to Paul Findley at
agnetic Scrolls, 1 Chapel
)urt, London, SEl lHH.

THE CRAZY
DWARF

50 Broadwater Rd,
Worthing, West

Sussex BN14 8AG.
Worthing 30023

Board Games, Role
Playing Games, Models,

Live Role-Playing
Equipment

CHAIN MAIL READY MADE OR D.I.Y.
S.A.E. for catalogue
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a window full of computen and acces-
sones.

Harry stopped and asked, "Could we
go in this shop, please, B.L.? I had a
computer before I...Well, anyway, I'd
like to see what adventure games the
shop has in stock, if you wouldn't
mind."

"Certainly Harry," the courier said,
opening the door and ushering him
into the shop. "By the way, there's no
charge for anything here. We don't
bother with money. Choose whichever
computer you like, or two or three if
you want to, and whatever else you
fancy."

"Jeepers!" thought IIarry happily, "I
must be in Heaven if I can have any-
thing I want without paying for it!"

Inside the shop, Harry saw joyfully
that there were all the computers ever
invented - Spectrum, Commodore,
BBC, Atari, Amstrad and many more.
There were arays of printers, all neat-
ly labelled with tle name of the com-
puter they belonged to, and on a rack
of shelves against one wall, all the
add-ons Harry had ever seen adver-
tised. There were joysticks, light pens,
disc drives, all sorts of interfaces and
casst€tte recorden (with and without
counters!) by the dozen.

Harry couldn't believe his eyes! He
tumed to speak to the courier, and
nearly fainted from shock when he
saw the fourth wall of the shop. It was
lined from floor to ceiling with racks
of game tapes and discs!

"We have every piece of software and
hardware there is, Har4/", said the
courier proudly. "As soon as anything
is released, we have it. Now, if you'd
like to take what you want and put it
on the table there, the things will be
delivered to your quarters. We have an
instant delivery service - everything is
very convenient."

Almost crowing with delight, Harry
picked up a Specrum 128 and placed

it on the table. To his amazement, it
shimmered into a haze and disap-
peared!

"Hey, B.L. what happened to that?" he
cried.

"Instant delivery service, as I told
you," the courier said calmly. "You
like the Spectrum,I see. We didnt
know exactly which computer you
favoured, owing to a slip-up in com-
munications, so I'll adjust the tapes for
you."

He lifted his hand and pointed at the
racks of games, and as the bemused
tlarry watched in utter rapfrire, Mas-
ter of Magic for the CBM64 turned
into Swords and Sorcery for the Spec-
llrum, Strangeloop for ttre .q.mstrad
changed into the Specfum version and
HyperRally for the MSX became
Winter Sports for the Spectrum.

"There you are, I{arry - take your
pick," the courier said, tlen, looking at
his watch, he went on, "I don't want [o
rush you but there are other arrivals
scheduled, and I would like to show
you over your quarters and make sure
you arc settled in and orientated."

IIarry apologised, making some
remark about everything being so
wonderful, then quickly grabbed a disc
drive, a handful of discs. a cassette
recorder and a dozen or so adventure
games and put them on the table. He
was so excited about his good fornrne
that after the first few items, he didn't
even botler to watch them shimmer
into nothing.

Finally, he reluctantly left the shop
and followed his guide through an
alley which brought them !o a wide
expanse of neatly mowed lawn, sur-
rounded by modern buildings.

He was led into a luxuriously fw-
nished, detached bungalow, wtrictr ttre
courier told him would be his own per-
sonal residence.

"The bedroom is through there," said
the courier, glancingthe courier, glancing
again at his watch, "There
is a self-making bed, so
you won't have any both-
er with that, and the bath-
room is next to it. There's
always a liberal supply of
hot water here. You must
forgive me if I don't give
you a full tour, but I am
rather pushed for time.
This is the dining room -
you see the serving hatch
over lhere? Just dial for
anything you want in the
way of food or drink, at
any time day or night.
Press that butlon on the
table when you've fin-
ished, and ttre dishes will

be taken away. And here is your
leisure room."

Eyes popping, I{arry walked ino the
leisure room !o see his computer, wittl
disc drive and cassette recoider
already connected, sitting on a large
table. There was a22" colour TV set
just at the right distance from the com-
fortable swivel chair drawn up in front
of it. On the side of the table stood a
rack containing the games llarry had
chosen, and to the left of the chair was
an adjustable trolly table, complete
with Print'n' Plot Adventure planner
and a row ofpens, pencils and
coloured felt-tips.

"You are left-handed, aren't you
Harry? Yes, I thought wed got that
right. Well, lll leave you to it then..."

The courier carried on talking, but
Harry wasn't listening.

"I{EAVEN! I must be in Heaven!
There's everything here I ever dreamed
of having!" he thought ecstatically, as
the courier s voice continued..."There's
been a pile-up on tlre Ml, and I'm
expecting a coach-load of drunken
football hooligans - they'll take some
handling."

As the courier turned to leave, Harry
suddenly noticed that there was some-
thing missing...

"Before you go, 8.L...." he said hesi-
tantly, "I hope you won't mind my
mentioning it. I don't want you to
think I'm ungrateful or that I'm criticis-
ing anything, but I cant see a power
point. Where do I plug things in,
please?"

The courier's lips curled into a sardon-
ic grin. He gave a diabolic chuckle,
then as he slowly disintegrated inlo a
cloud of evil-smelling yellow smoke,
Harry heard him say, "I said you'd
know where you were as soon as you
saw tle amenities, Harry. There's no
electricity here - that's the HELL of
it! "
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this time followed.

Rolling thunder
I had no idea who tlnt hit, but no one
went back for a few minutes until the
air had cleared- The scouts informed
us that the figure was a Light Warrior,
and while I didn't lnow what a Light
Warrior was, I was not going to go in
and find out. So while the others
charged I watched them from the back.
Mass chaos reigned, for the warrior
was throwing around magic as if it
were going out of fashion. Thunder-
bolts followed spells of enchanted
sleep and all manner of other flashes
and bangs. One of the party (a Spell-
binder I believe - now what was his
name?) suggested that he could cast a
spell on me that would make me go
berserk. This had several drawbacks,
one of them being the possibility that I
could die! Quite remarkably I gave it
some serious thought, but while I was
doing so the party managed to kill the
Light Warrior off. Phew!

The cloud disappears
It was then that someone noticed that
the cloud on which we were standing
was disintegrating around us so we
hunied along and were set upon by
more guards. This was tle moment
when I first experienced the thrill of
close combat. I waved my mighty
sword and cleaved heads all around
me. This is what Adventuring life is
all about! It was sadly over too soon
and while I was coming down from
this high, everyone else was robbing
the bodies!

The journey home
This meant that when the magic carpet
came to take us home, I only had the
money that I was given at the begin-
ning of the adventure. With much
gnashing of my teeth, I got on the rug
and we set off - without ttre amulet
after all. There was much shuffling
about as the carpet descended and
when we were about fiftv feet from the
ground a couple of the gioup trying to
push people off. I saw Crobeing
attacked and feared for my own life,
but I managed to slip off as the carpet
touched the ground. Of the fifteen
Adventurers who had started out, only
one had been lost (I never found out
who he was either) and he had his
throat slit by Cro.

Where is the amulet?
When the Spellbinder appeared again
and asked for his amulet, everyone
looked around in an embanassed fash-
ion trying not to look too awkward.
Yet while this was all happening, one
of the party members crept up to the
robed figure and handed him some-
thing. The man then gave something
back in return and then promptly dis-
appeared. We never saw him again,
but the others began milling around. I
began to feel extremely wonied (as is
my wont) and some of the group were

beginning to give me nasty looks. No
one trusted anyone it seemed and with-
out the threat of attacks, the party
tumed against itself. In the eerie night,
I decided that I would rather have verv
little money rather than a very slit
throat, so I ran. I only just made it
back and the day's adventuring would
certainly be an experience I would
never forget.

Overview
I can see a promising future for'The
Crazy Dwarf. With expansion !o
otler areas of countryside, they will do
extremely well. One piece of advice:
If you ever adventure with them, wear
a chainmail gorget (which protects the
neck from having your throat cut).
Also, as most of the characters are
evil, it is best not to declare any rea-
sure you may have happened upon
along on the way. A\

rhe Rurebook ,(@)
Unlike labyrinthe (which wos \ls:z--
reviewed in the last issue), this system
does not have a glossy Rulebook nor
set playing area, but this will no doubt
change when'Crazy Dwarf becomes
more popular. In some ways the rules
are very much in t}te same vein as
Labyrinthe, in fact almost to the point
of being compatible. Yet they have
tried to make improvements on the
general LRP system, for example in
the field of skills and a few of the
spells. Though when it comes down to
it, this has all the traditional hallmarks

9f any typigal LRP. Not necessarily a
bad thing, for the nrles are only a
means to an end, but still a point wor-
thy of comment.

The Adventures
Ihlch brings me to the crux of any
LRP set-up; how good are the adv6n-
tures? For a start, the GamesMasters
certainly create the right atmosphere.
The adventure that Morko was
involved with could have had more
problems and less fighting, but the
general attitude of the day was a good
one. The whole evening's quest took
place in forests and on paths with a
marvellous natural feeling that only
the countryside can provide. Whoever
thoughtof doing a visit to a cloud city
when all around is dense woodland
certainly deserves a pat on the back for
daring (if not for practicality). Apart
from this, the people behind'Crazy
D*arf are setting up and running
these days for the sheer pleasure of it,
not really as a serious business ven-
ture. In fact, the GMs are involved in
running a shop (also called CD) and
this sells all sorts ofrole-playing prod-
ucts, as well as making armour and
weapons to cuslomers' specifrcations.
Adventures take place every other
Sunday, but to check on any particular
point raised in this review, they can be
contact€d at the shop address, which
is: 50 Broadwater Road, Worthing,
West Sussex, BN14 8AG or
phoneWorttring3Cf.23.

THE DEAD LETTERBOX
In the next issue of  CONFIDENTIAL,
we wil l-  be opening up our own spy
neLwork for anyone who wants to
get in contact with any other club
member. This wil l-  take the form
of a noticeboard where you can
feave messages, make contacts and
general ly place whatever you wish
to see in i t .  I t .  wi l l  be chl led
'The Dead Letterbox' ,  which is a
pl-ace where spies l ike us leave
informat ion for others t .o col lect .
So wri te in today and we wi l l
incl-ude it  in the near future.
What better way is there of  keep-
ing in touch with al- l  the hundreds
of other c lub members?
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...I DONT SEE ANY PUZZLES, AGNET WEATHERLEY..WHERE ARE T}IEY?...DO YOU WA}.IT OUR AGENTS'BRAINS TO GET I..AZY...WELL?...

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD
By Cllve.

ACROSS
1. What zebras do to old soap? 4 possible exits...(I0)
6. Woven rug link creates Inioconi's honor. (7)
7. If the characters are confused, he'll steal their gold! (5)
10. Provides the ups and downs of the toy indust{,. (4)' '
11. 4 ri-"tt and muildljd species. appearin! in Spidhr'oiric perhaps. (8)
13. Rodney, move! Overthere! (-6)
14. Caspar serves to conceal the syntax analyser. (6)
16. Shobrem-up sounds like a knight's *atdlobe ilumination. (8)
18. Glaswegian spins coin on table. Heads! (4)
21. Low-down dance in no-man's-land. (5)
22. Colonr of bath and basin as a matchins.war? 0\
23. Gamer's Christrnas calendar initially u-pies tciirg and queen. (10)

DOWN
l. One of The Tlree Stooges - not the snaight man! (5)
2. I.ave with German? Liive it ourl (4)
3. As swect and sickly as an Amstrad? (6)
4. Paisley is under the whisky measure. He'll provide the glasses. (8)
f . !4V pA Billy, a uazy [an of postal games. (4,2,4)
8. Hostelry in the North. (3)
9. Trade if one forms band of free raders. (10)
12. Affairs in Plundered Hearrs are all over, bur true affection lies within.
(4,4\
15. Troubled artist, one of many for Knopfler. (6)
17. Keep her quiet. (3)
19. Seat a hundred at a sixties musical. (5)
20. Ultima perhaps, or how many books in Adams's nilogy. (4)

TIIE \T71fiZAFI.ED'S COT:rAGE
Er5z Jokrn.

So you have stumbled across
the cottage ln the wood, have
you? Itr'ell, well, well. Such a
curlo_us place - and maglcal
too lf you are not mistaken.
So the legend tells, anyone
who unlocks lts secrets will
inherlt whatever artefact Ues
at lts centre. Yet flrst you
must galn entrance and then
pass each of the elements to
reach lts heart. Many have
trled, but no one has yet
suceeded. What mysterles
and tests lle withln that
lnnocuous exterlor? None
have returned to tell, but
most cannot even pass the
flrst door of the flve that lie
withln.

The following puzzle is to be approached
as you would any ordinary Adventure
game. Read the description and then
decide which seven commands will allow
y9u entry into the mysterious cottage.
Note well, that you may not need all seven.
Feel free to try several approaches if you
have commands left over.

Grassy Clearlng.
The cottage is di:t in a wide clearing
within the forest's dark enchanted-
bounds. The Alen is rouAhlv fiftv
paces from side to side a-nd'rise5 to
lorm a knoll in the centre. This is
where the house stands. Towards
the edAe of the Alen the Arasses are
tall and wave laZilv in th-e breeze.
yet the ground artiund the building
is sparse and patchy. And any
neaier than tliat no-thing groris at
all. A sullen cow gazes at you as

building, unhurriedly munchinp
what lit-tle grass theie is.
>mventory
You are empty-handedl
>examine house
From the outside the house looks
quite plain and unremarkable. Its
dimensions are small, beinq ffieen
paces lonq bv ten wide. andvou
ban easilv-re-ach the eaves if-vou
stand on the tips of vour toei. the
walls are const-ructeil of grev stone
with a chimnev facing th6 tiees.
The roof is straw thafched and
hanAs over the side like a mass of
blon? hair that is in need of much
cuttinA. Fronted bv a single step. a
wooden door, inseiwith b-rass fii-
tures, stands proudlv in the centre
of the house, flanked by two leaded
windows. A third windbw stands
above the door, half-hidden bv the
tatty thatching. Apart from this,
the rest of the"wafs are grey and
featureless.
>enter house
Moving closer toward the odd cot-
tage, you come before the door and
try to enter, but the door will not
budge. Glinting ln the afternoon
sunlight, a brass sign catches vour
attent-ion near the h-andle. Befow
the doorknob is an overly-large
keyhole, and a rectangular op'ening
marked: lxtt*ts
>read sign
It reads: Slsagc 1.noch gn! @ufrr

>knock on door then open it
You knock, but there is no answer.
You try the door again, but it is as
stubb6rn as befori
>look in opening
Being nosey, you push open the
flap and peerin. j\nd suie enough,

The senders of the first five correct crossword solutions will
receive vouchers offour eight-hundred games in our current
catalogue.

you look
over the

whoever the occupant of this hum-
ble dwelling ls, th-ev have some
mail. It ls In the fcirm of a parch-
ment scroll.
>take scroll arxl read it
You manaAe to squeeze vour hand
into the_ opentng ana pult out the
screwed up piece of parchment.
Unrolling lt, you read: fisss Ebs,
Door
(Hmmm...very helDful. I am sure
that's.what y6u are trying to do).
>exafiune step
GlancinA down at vour feet. vou
Iind thaf you are, in fact, stdnding
on the step. This is totallv unre-
markable,-save for the facl that two
glass bottles have been left out for
some erstwhile deliverv. Both are
empty, but wedged between them
is a tinv note.
>take noie and read it
Still feeling curious, you pick it up
and scan lts message: fitilk It
@$tt (2)

Just as you had thoughr, it is for the milk-
man! But then you rhink again. Ha! Now
you see what you must do. Lauqhins out
loud, you aroi the note and...W;U *;t is
foryou to discover! Send in your solution
to John Trevillian at the wual address.
Write dl your:urswers as adventure com-
mands (ie. if you think the way to enter
the house is to throw the bonle at the door
then reply: >take botrle >throw bonle at
door) Good luck! And as an incenrive
there will be a draw of the correct answers
and the five chosen will win vouchers off
9ur already half-price games! This puzde
is a series of five - and ifyou get all-five
correct, then there will be a major prize for
the taking. Now who out there thinks they
are a much for this fiendish conage?
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worth of hardware
You choose it, and we'll buy it for you

Official Secrets is a club, right?
And if you're reading this, then you must be

a member of Official Secrets. Yes?
(We're nothing if not smart, here on the

CONFIDENTIAL Editorial Team.)
Let's not get too far into the 'a club is only

as good as its members' business, but it does
hold true... By the time you get round to read-
ing this, you should have realised that we're
eagerly waiting for your views and opinions.
We're after letters - write to us if you disagree
or even agree with the views put forward by
our columnists. Let us have the benefit of your
opinions on the world of computer gaming.
We'd welome a full-length feature from you, if
there's one in there, bursting to get out.

But what about this f500? Well, we have
tucked it away in a nice safe place, and a mem-
ber of Officiat Secrets is going to win it next
Spring. March 31st L989 to be precise. (And if
we're going to start being precise, the lucky
member is going to be able to choose f,500
worth of computer hardware and then we'll
buy it for him or her.)

Lusting after one of the new 1-6-bit wonder
machines? Drooling after a hi-res monitor and
disk drive to upgrade your existing equip-
ment? Or just plain greedy? Whatever your
motivation, you could be enjoying the benefits
of some nifty kit next year, and all for free.

So what do you have to do, to stand a chance
of winning this prize? Ah yes, prize. This is a
competition, not a raffle, after all.

Well, our hints department (all part of your
membership of Official Secrets) could do with
a bit of help. It's not that our team of experts
is short of a brick or two when it comes to
playing adventures or strategy games, it's just
that we have so many available to members
that our experts find it impossible to play
through every game we offer. So it's back to
the (a club is only as good...' philosophy for a
moment. The more solutions we have nestling
in the filing cabinet, the better the service we
can offer members - so if you've completed a
game, why not share you expertise with other
Official Secrets members?

Which is why we're giving away this lus-
cious prize, by way of encouragement. To
stand a chance of collectingrwhizz us a solu-
tion (or two). We're looking for original,legi-
ble and pretty solutions - a few will be printed
in forthcoming issues of CONFIDENTIAL,
just to spur you all on.

Remember two things. One: the person who
wins the prize is just as likely to be someone
who sent in one, beautifully hand-crafted solu-
tion, complete in every detail as it is likely to
be someone who has sent in dozens. Two:
CONFIDENTIAL isn't available in the shops,
so any old Tom, Dick or Harriet can't buy a
copy and enter this competition. We don't sell
56,60 or even 100 thousand issues. We only
sell the magazine to subscribing members. So
the odds are in your favour, as compared to
competitions in other magazines...

SEND YOUR ENTRIES TO:
CONFIDENTIAL IIARDtrTARE COMPETITION

PO BOX 847, Harlow CM21 gPH
And be qutck about it. W'e've got some spot prizes for early btrds!



\
,-  ; .  - . - ; ! i :  ,  

^ :  r : i
+ar i  '  ;  . , - ;  , r : ' .  .  

_r :1-  
-

'  ' r  t  ' -  . ' : .  ' -a ' ,
' . ' '

f!:.i.:: ,,'

;1=

5*t , ,
l.i;J;

g r . : .  , ;  _


